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SUB J : NEW REPUBLIC PARTY (NRP) OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED 

1 . SUMMARY: IN INAUGURAL CONGRESS AT DURBAN, NRP WAS 
LAUNCHED WITH AN ATTEMPT AT A MODERN, "VERLIGTE" IMAGE. 
RELATIVELY LIBERAL NATAL NRP LEADERS WERE ELECTED, MOST OF 
WHOM EMPHASIZED NEED FOR A NATAL "INDABA" AND TO ACCOMMODATE 
THE REALITY OF ZULU POWER IN NATAL. PARTICIPANTS WERE 
GENERALLY CONCILIATORY TOWARD THE PROGRESSIVE REFORM PARTY 
AND STRESSED THE NEED FOR FURTHER UNIFICATION OF THE (WHITE) 
PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION. HOWEVER, EXISTING STICKING POINTS 
BETWEEN THE NRP AND PROGREF PHILOSOPHIES WERE ALSO STRESSED, 
THUS EXTENDING THE BASIC DOUBT WHETHER ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO WHITE PARTIES CAN BECOME A REALITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. INAUGURAL CONGRESS OF THE NEW REPUBLIC PARTY OF MERGED 
FORMER UNITED AND DEMOCRATIC PARTIES TOOK PLACE AUGUST 22-23 
IN DURBAN. CONGRESS SERVED SIMULTANEOUSLY AS FIRST NATAL NRP 
CONGRESS. (VENUE WAS APPROPRIATE SINCE NATAL IS ONLY S.A. 

PROVINCE CONTROLLED AT ASSEMBLY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL BY 
FORMER U.P.) "NEW" NRP LAUNCHING INCLUDED ATTEMPT TO IMPART 
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A US-STYLE CONVENTION IMAGE INCLUDING DIXIELAND BAND, 

FANFARE AND JOLITY, AND A PROFESSIONALLY ORGANIZED SEMINAR 
ON SCIENTIFIC MARKETING OF THE NEW PARTY AND ITS OBJECTIVES. 
CONGRESS ELECTED M.P. WARWICK WEBBER AS NATAL LEADER AND 
SENIOR NATAL FIGURE FRANK MARTIN AS NRP CHAIRMAN AND LEADER 
IN THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. (RADCLYFFE CADMAN, FORMER NATAL 
U.P. LEADER, ALREADY HAS BEEN ELECTED NRP LEADER OF THE PAR- 
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LIAMENTARY OPPOSITION AND IS EXPECTED TO BE THE FIRST NRP 
NATIONAL LEADER. FORMER U.P. LEADER, SIR DE VILLIERS GRAAFF, 
MEANWHILE IS SERVING AS INTERIM NATIONAL LEADER.) 

3. OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

A. WEBBER'S ELECTION WAS A SURPRISE SINCE NATAL LEADER POST 
SEEMED A CERTAINTY FOR HIS ARCH-CONSERVATIVE OPPONENT. M.P. 

VAUSE RAW. WEBBER'S ELECTION AND THAT OF MARTIN, AND THEIR 
SUBSEQUENT EFFORTS RESTRICTING RAW'S CONSERVATISM IN CONGRESS 
PROCEEDINGS, ARE REGARDED AS INDICATIVE OF A HEALTHY VERLIGTE 
TREND. AT LEAST IN NATAL HALLS OF THE NEW PARTY. 

B. NRP POSITION TOWARD A MORE UNITED WHITE OPPOSITION WAS 
SPELLED OUT. SPEAKERS WERE ON THE WHOLE CONCILIATORY IN THEIR 
REMARKS ABOUT THE PROGRESSIVE REFORM PARTY AND EXPRESSED 
BELIEF IN THE POSSIBILITY AND NEED FOR ONE UNITED OPPOSITION. 

AT THE SAME TIME, THE PRINCIPAL POINTS OF DIFFERENCE WITH THE 
PROGREFS WERE CLEARLY RESTATED. THESE INCLUDE THE NRP BELIEF 
THAT EACH MINORITY GROUP MUST HAVE ITS ''IDENTITY" CONSTITUTIONALLY 
ENSHRINED, CREATING FOR EACH A PROTECTED POLITICAL POWER BASE 
WHICH (THEY FEEL) A PRP-PROPOSED BILL OF RIGHTS CANNOT ALONE 
PROVIDE. SECOND, THE NRP HELD THAT LOCAL COMMUNITIES SHOULD 
HAVE THE OPTION OF DECIDING WHETHER TO REMAIN RACIALLY 
EXCLUSIVE-IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROGREF VIEW THAT SEPARATE 
BUT EQUAL IS INHERENTLY DISCRIMINATORY. 
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C. NRP CONGRESS STRONGLY ENDORSED GOING AHEAD WITH FRANK 
MARTIN'S PROPOSED NATAL "TURNHALLE" (OR "INDABA" AS IT IS NOW 
CALLED) THOUGH THE SAG HAS NOT FORMALLY INDICATED ITS APPROVAL. 
MARTIN HIMSELF MAINTAINED A CAREFUL SILENCE ON WHAT PM VORSTER 
MAY HAVE SAID TO HIM ON "INDABA". IN SUPPORTING THE "INDABA" 

CONCEPT. CONGRESS PARTICIPANTS FREQUENTLY CITED THE NEED TO 
RECOGNIZE AND ACCOMMODATE THE REALITY OF BLACK ("ZULU") POWER - A 
SITUATION WHICH THEY STRESSED HAD TO BE FACED IN NATAL TO A 
GREATER EXTENT THAN ELSEWHERE IN S.A. 

D. POINTS OF CONTENTION: VAUSE RAW ATTEMPTED TO HAVE CONGRESS 
DECLARE "NON-NEGOTIABLE" THE NRP POSITION ON "LOCAL COMMUNITY 
OPTION" (PARA B, ABOVE). PARLIAMENTARY LEADER CADMAN RULED 
THIS A MATTER OF NATIONAL POLWCY WHICH PARTY'S FEDERAL COUNCIL 
WOULD DETERMINE LATER. SECOND ARGUMENT AROSE OVER A PROPOSAL 
THAT THE NRP SHOULD FIGHT MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ON A PARTY 

BASIS (THIS IN RESPONSE TO RECENT REPORTS THAT THE NATIONALISTS 

IN NATAL ARE PREPARING TO DO SO). CONGRESS REIECTED THIS IDEA 

ON THE BASIS THAT LOCAL ISSUES SHOULD BE DECIDED IN THE 

INTEREST OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES RATHER THAN ALONG STRICT PARTY LINES. 
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4. INITIAL CONGRESSES WHICH NRP WILL NOW HOLD IN OTHER THREE 
PROVINCES WILL PROVIDE FURTHER INICATION OF PARTY'S POLICIES, 

AND LIKELIHOOD OF MOVING TOWARD A MORE UNITED OPPOSITION. 

FARBER 
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